INTRODUCTION
This article examines three international fisheries agreements whose negotiation processes began in the period between the Fish Stocks Agreement's adoption and entry into force (1995) (1996) (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) (2001) . The rationale for selecting these three agreements and not others 4 is to a great extent the crucial role played by, and the overriding interests of, certain developing States in the negotiating processes which were largely attributable to their status as coastal States. Two of these agreements seek to implement the Fish Stocks Agreement; one in respect of straddling fish stocks in the South-East Atlantic Ocean (the SEAFC Convention), 5 the other in respect of highly migratory fish stocks in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean (the WCPFC Convention). 6 The third instrument is the Protocol on Fisheries,7 developed by States Members of a regional economic/political alliance, the Southern Mrican Development Community (SADC). 8 All of the current 14 Members of SADC are effectively developing States and about half are also coastal States. 9
